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fall to the next of kin, Blair Stanley, and seta ont to
who had fled under the onus of suspicion
of murder.

But " Joht Lowell " no longer thought of
himself as Arthur Stanley. His cheeks
burned with shame at the recollection of
all the years he had squandered a heritage
not his. He was a gypsy changeling and
impostor. Back in Fairfax, let them think
him a fugitive murderer, if they chose. He
would bide his time and return a rich man,
stand his trial, and, without implicating
Blair, be cleared. Ie felt an added shame
as he thought of Blair. Bad as Blair was,
he, John Powell," Arthur Stanley that had

hack. What will you give me to keep my
mouth shut? "

" I have J500 that I have saved," Is " John
Powell's" reply. "I never desire to be
known again as Arthur Stanley. But I have
reasons why I do not wish the secret you
possess to be spread broadcast for the pres-
ent. You are all right now. Take this
money and go to the devil with it! But
whether I killed Dr. Lee or not, I will kill
you if you ever say one word of what yo'i
know. One thing more. Who told you"

" Hagar Harding." lied Luke Lovell gliblv.
Then, seeing an incredulous look in the.
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this young Arthur Stanley is caught and
hanged for murdering Dr. Lee, whom I re-

member as a rather decent old chap, why,
the next of kin, who is also a ticket of
leave man, or something of that sort, can
come over and claim the earldom.

" As for this diamond from tbe sky,
I believe it is all a hoax. I believe

it is nothing but a jolly old bit of glass,
don't you know, and I can't conceive why
all you Yankees should be so deucedly
set on scalping each other and lynching
each other and pistoling each other for it.
I am going back to England and look
through the archives at Stanley castle with
the hope of,, establishing a blood line in
England that may get the house of lords
to acknowledge its claim to the earldom and
cut out these bloodthirsty Yankee Stanleys
and their blooming big diamond! "

When Blair returned to Richmond his
mother received him with remarkable cor-
diality, considering the conditions under
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A t!ttr fond, engendered over an heirloom, tba
OlamoDil from the sky, found in a meteor by so r.

lias cits' ted between Vol. Arthur Stanh'j and
fci wublu. Judge I.anr Stanley. The feud is dug-me- n

ted '5 the fact ttt:it the succestloa to the Stan
1t earldom in England may nme to an American
family. When lis wile dies afit-- Laving given birth
to a daughter t'ul. Stanlvy bu s and substitutes as
fceir a new born gyiy boy. Tlir'e years later the
fc Vy niotber steals the colonel's daughter, who Is

r"r'd In secret, and obtains possession of the
diamond from the sky and a document that bulda

tbc of tue falj-- heir.
When the daughter, Lstuer Stanley, whom Ilncnr

bas grown to love, grows up. llagur returns to Vir-

ginia with her. homing to ngiit the wr-ui- dune h.--

and that s!ie bas time. She obtains the cuiisent of
l'r. Lee, Col. Stanley '3 old friend, t adopt Esther as
bir danchter in tlie tliiit Hn::r"s son. the u

Arthur Stanley II., Trill fall in love with Esther
end ti:e rr.istrps-- ; of Stanley hall, wliieii

l: r rijrht. It. Leo exacts as Ills condition that ha
fcoep in the fateful tliuir.ond. Ir. I.oe warns
I! a car that htr sn is a '.mflt tor Esther.
bt:t Loj's for th . Arthur falls In lore with
tstiier. as vk s bis companion, Illair Stanley, tlie
cousin, who would be the ribtful fceir to the earlduin
were Ibe sK-r- known.

In endeavxrios to steal tbe diamond from Pr. I.ee.
Plalr causes the deal a of the li do tor. Arthur Stan-
ley assumes the onus of the murder la the hpe that
be wl!l titms- -l anJ that Tlalr will live a

e'raichier life. At a tournament Artbnr. who has lrft
a farmhouse wbere he has twen working Incognito,

r.lair and crowns Esther Queen of and
Beauty. IiJrtir. jealous of the honor which he wislied
to confer u, ua Vivian Mars ton. an

Arthur. Wh'le the bei ig lnforuied.
;nfila. an organ grinder. aar.deiffs be sheriff to to

illair and tVis enaldcs Aithur to
Arthur, finding that a clul'inon who bas been hunt-ln- f

at the hounds bus ben kiilej by the ll;ab of a atree, cban:'S nppar-- with him. ar.u when the pse
rides np the desd tdy Is taken to Stanb y hall
It Is reeegntd tliat it Is ot Arthur's. Arthur, thus
eludes the posso. ! t'.ie rautlm' linger, through a

detect ive. bas srteirel facer rr-- t whieb establish
Blair's guilt and Arthur's irr.orenee of the luurder.
She proposes Ila!t's ri'.th.-- rot to Vvulg ber

on condition that Tiaar and Esther are estab-
lished ia IU uinfr society nd are reeeirod iu Stan-
ley talL

A neg 1 .tins owl Cuds In a nest In th top
f a tree the d it.J i the sky, w:d''h (Juubba's p
!onkey" bad t.i) vj up there and deposited for cgs
Lieh he bad stolen.
Blair Stanley Uats Tlagar over te head with a to

poker, takes fruin tor ilie flnp-- r pr! t photographs that
establish hs guilt, and fles. U aring liairar uubat
anced in mind. St:;o;c-- ball ITngar. still nient'tlly
unbalanced, cries vit fr ber child, but nobody plrei
any credence to wl-a- t she says. In the meanwhile
Man:iad;ike Smytue c mes to inform young Arthur
Stanley that be 13 Le!r to the Stanley earM-- and ir
the Warwickshire estate. Learning of ti e

against Arthur, Suiytbc esjs that the estate will
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CHATTEL XI. .
" THE V KB OF DKSTIXT."

at Vivian Marston'a cool I
of him af t r admitting eIicRAGING U him only to suin
the diamond from the iky,

Diair Stanley was net wholly pleased
at receiving money from his motht r in
Kiehmond and news that he m:iu return.
Ht had half a mind not to go l :u k to Kieh-
mond, but he ft-l- t sure that there was small
hope of eett.i.g trace of the diamond now
that t had fallen into the clutches of the
train routers "But If Vivian pvts it .nd
fthe will pet it if she hears of It and such a
frem will make its presence known," he
thought " she must send fr me. Only as
my wife can sflm h.je to have any claim on
the Stanley fcoirlo- m. And if she will not
have me without the diamond she will have
to have me with it!

So Klair Stanley iil at the sec-
ond rate Imjs An:elj hoti 1 and, taking his
valise, proceeded to the d pt to take the
train back east. lie wandered if anything
had been heard in Kiehmond or Fairfax of
the missing Arthur Slanie;-- , the rightful
hir. Ife s.niled as he thoust of Arthur s
quixotic nature in f!eing as a fugitive ac-

cused of a crime he was guiltless of the
murder of Lr. Lee.

' I would like to see myself be such a
fiol simply because I had gone broke of

py aut'MC m n :asarTagic3x.
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lurouKn wasting myraoney," was Hlair'8
inwuril co"iment. lie had clways hatfd hia 1

ceb(nair supposfd cousin, although had
aiwjtyt, disu:s d it, but n jw his hatred was
u;ir.2rl-- with contempt.

The hotel lilair had been stopping at s

near the depot, and he was proceeding 1

leisurely toward the station when he was
aware that he was beins? followed by a
huikinB ijanhari iler. lie turned and faced
the fellow. It was Luke Lovell. a gypsy
that lilair had seen several tims in and
around Fairfax. The cypsy regarded h'.in
eagerly and touched his hat.

"It's a surprise to meet you here. Mr.
Stanley," said the fellow. "I am oi't seeing
the world: I am not a gypsy any more."

" No, you're a tramp now," replied Elair
contemptuously.

"I'll admit I hav tramped," returned
Lovell, not at all abashed. " But I havo

find him at the home of Mrs. Burton Randolph in
Kiehmond. Esther and Hagar leave Stanley hall,

by (Juabba. who drives off the sinister Luke
Lovtdl. Biair. taking great chances of detection, turns
tp In Richmond, lured by the adventuress, Vivian
Marston, for whom he promises to get the diamond
from the Fky if she will be his wife. Vivian also en-

lists the Bloom brothers, gamblers, and Blake, a de-

tective, to get the jewel. Tbe Jewel Itself, in Ar-

thur's old dress suit, is found by the tramp. Strap
M Weev vcho Is later murden d and robbed of the
gem in the Chinese den of Lung III. Later, in Lung
IITs place, a thief steals the jewel from the eye o a
Chinese idol.

Blair, having Invaded the den and stolen the dia-

mond, secures Vivian's promise to marry him and Ceo
the country. Just as tbe minister is about to pro-

nounce tl:em man and wife a detective arrives, de-

mands the diamond, and arrests Blair for the murder
of It. Lee. But Blr.ir i? too quick for him, floors the
detective, and be and Vivian, having effected

escai e on an outgoing train. In the mean-
time Luke Li 'veil leads a revolution in the camp,
which results in Esther's learning the Stanley secret
and that Anhur is her brother. Luke Lovell, driven
from camp by the gypsies, attempts to take posses-

sion by f Toe w ith a horde of tramps, but (juabba
frustrates the nt tempt by burling a stone down the
mountainside and demolishing the camp. Arthur, over-
hearing a plot to r! the Overland limited, atfempts
to pt ev;it It by trj ing to rnt-- the train as he rides
alongside it. but is thrust from tbe platform and
fails insensible l,y the track. VI wan and Blair are on
the trr.in.

By a freak of provl ace Estlr and llagar aro
savt'd --iTi t'ue !::. started by Quabbn. Luke
Lovtdl follows linear to hall and there tries

sell V rs. Stanley the Stanlry secret, bat without
t:.'tis. Mrs. Stanley, sensing that Esther Is the
real heir, plans to make friends with her and effect

marriage between her and Blair Stanley, her
son. She reasons tbnt if Esther marries Blair

llaiir 7v ild wi;nl! Id any accusations or proofs of
Lis guilt l:i cinnecti. n with the murder of It.
E:tUr in the bac rilled Hagar'a strong Ijox

and f.'ad pro-i- thnt the, Esther, is the real heir.
She res.vefl to say nothing nb'ut it. At Mrs. Stan-
ley's request Esther and Ilugar accomiiany ber to
5!rs. in Richmond. Tom Blfike, the

and Abe I'looni promise Mn. Stanley that if
the them th" diamond from the iky and " mckes

i d " T'air's bad check for S2.o-- they will say
lioiiiinff aU.ut bis guilt. Thrown from the Overland
limit d. Arthur Sfatiley, or "Jthu row?II.ct:cuipts

f nis:rate the rubbery of the train, but fails. The
tu.vlars the train, taking from Blair and Vivian
5lr;tua the d;un.;nd fr-r- the sky. Vivian,

t'ar'-v- over Biair and tfcrpat'ns him wiih
unless Le regains the diamond. And of tbe

dianua.l itself? Thr robber who carried It was killed.
un 1 In fal". ins the horse" which he rode fell upon the

a Mire ard cevcrtd it up so tiiat it cvauVd the
ees of the pase. A mo:ith later Arthur StaUey. or

v n IVweU, Cn-l- j it.

tramped to some good purpose. I have
tramped a couple of thousand luilcs. and
now that I meet up with you I can tell you

know something you'd give a good many
thousand dollars to huir, because it would
be worth money and more than money to
yon if you kr.rw it."

iii.xir rrgardid the gypsy tramp with a
svici-r- . "it is funny," he said, "you gypsies
can tell everybody's fortune but your own! "

"Gypsies sometimes tell their own for-
tunes, too." retorted 16 veil. Then a sudden
idea seiz. d hi:n. "What a fool I am!" he
cried. " vVhy. if I told you what I knew
you'd take advantage cf it. but you'd never
give me a cent. The secret I have is one
tli;t I will be paid to keep and not to tell!'
And laughing sardonically the gypey turned
upon r.:s hnd and swaggered away.

In Kiehmond Mrs. Stanley still maintains
her attitr.de of kindly interest in Esther.
Mrs. Kanb'!pa is overjoyed to have a pro-trr- fi

of Esther's distinction of appearance
and youth. While Hagar is placed In a
Fan; tar turn under the best of care Esther
feels that she has at last found friends in
her loneliness, and she keeps up a good
heart In the hope that her foster motiur
will be restored to reason and that Arthur
will return and be cleared from the sus-
picion of guilt that attaches to him since
his flight under the accusation of being
the murderer of her guardian, Dr. Lee.

Hut Esther little dreams that the habits
thought and the cold ambition of a life- -

--Vv4'4i
G0E5 &V TH RANDOLPH HOUSE

time are not easily charged, rtlair Stan- -
mother, in her austert way, has been

hind Vi Esther, it is true, am! the frivolous
Mrs. Randolph is kind and also generous.
nut Mrs. Randolph is only a tool in the
hand ! i,f li. r relative. Jlrs. Sta.iley, and

her but the destined victim of Illair's,
UiOilicr's secret purpose.

The one real friend that Esther has in
Riehi::ond Is Quabha. Both he and Ksther
have realized it will not do for the humble
hunchback orpan grinder to be seen in
proximity to the younjr Kirl. Jlrs. Ran-
dolph's latest protege. " beliifr Introduced
into the best circles of Richmond," as that
social light of the old southern cap:tal
would have phrased it. Rut every day at a
certain hour Quabba ffufs by the Randolph
house, up the quiet side street. He does
not pause to play his vulvar tunes in such
hallowed precincts. He slips quietly by.
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been, had usurped his place. Blair was the
rightful heir of Stanley. He, as " John
Powell," would make a name and fortune
for himself, and Blair, all In good time,
might have the Stanley earldom and the
diamond from the sky. And then "John
Powell's " thoughts would turn to Esther.
Was she his sister, or was she, too, a
changeling? He thought of Hagar, and his
heart hardened. She was his mother, but
she had wrought bitterness and woe.

"John Powell" carefully laid out his
plans. He hid the outlaw treasure beneath,
some sheltering rocks In the desert. He
took but a few hundred dollars of the
money. He bided his time in patience until
the hue and cry after such of the train
robbers as had escaped with their lives had
died down. It was thought the survivors
had gotten away with the plunder. Only
the finder knew this plunder had fallen
under a dying horse in the desert. ' John
Powell " resolved he would relinquish his
employment as an ill paid sheep herder In
the next month and take the stolen treas-
ure with him and make it the capital on
which to found a great fortune in the
bustling west. He salved his conscience
with the thought that when he had built
up "John Powell's" vast fortune he would
return the stolen money to tho express
company anonymously.

Meanwhile Luke Lovell Journeys east-
ward again. But he cannot travel as Blair
Stanley and other fortunates with money
travel. Luke Lovell returns by freight.
But in the desert the trainmen throw him
from his place on the bumpers and mock
him as, bruised and sore, he rises in the
desert dust to curse them as the freight
train bears them on.

Down the endlesa miles of railroad track,
across the dusty desert, he staggers.
Blinded by the sun, choking and burning
with thirst, and half delirious, he stumbles
from the track and makes his way, fevered
with delirium, across the trackless desert.
Then by a low growing mass of cacti some-
thing gleams before his aching eyes, gleams
and dazzles him. Is it a vagary of his thirst
madness, or is it the diamond from the sky,
a fortune within his grasp? Ho lurches for-
ward and snatches up the diamond from
where the train robber in his death agony
from the pursuing posse's rille bullets has
cast it! But just as his grimy hand closes
upon the great jewel a brown lance strikes
him. In the ringing of the fever in his
brain he has not heard the warning rattle
of death guarding the diamond. But even
In his delirium the fevered brain of Luke
Lovell knows the thrust of the brown lance.
A rattlesnake has bitten him! With a
hoarse scream of despair he convulsively
throws up his hands. The diamond flies
from his nerveless grasp and settles again
in ihc dust of the desert twenty feet away,
and Luke Lovell pitches forward on his
face in his agony, giving himself up as
dead.

So, half conscious, " John Powell," sheep
herder, finds him; and so "John Powell"
bears him to his lonely camp fire and suc-
cors and restores him. Lovell is able to
moan his plight. Fortunately, his rescuer
has a flask of whisky and a canteen of
water. He doses the half conscious Luke
and, whether the whisky or whether the
sturdy constitution of the gypsy Is to be
credited, Luke Lovell is brought back from
the jaws of death.

It is a strj nge fate, the gypsy thinks
when he can .hink coherently, that It has
been his destiny to meet the real and the
usurping heir of Stanley and to clutch again
the priceless Stanley heirloom, the diamond
from the sky. He laughs sardonically, and
then tells Arthur, whom he now recognizes
as he recognized Blair Stanley, that just a
few days since- - he has met up with the lat-
ter in Los Angeles.

" I don't know what he had run away
for," growled Luke; "but, whatever it was,
it had been squared, for I found out he
was going back to Richmond. But now that
you have saved my life in this
desert, I'll do you a favor a big favor. I
know something that the other Stanleys
woulci give all they have to know. What
will you give me If I don't tell them what
I know? You didn't kill that old doctor,
and 1' know that some day you are going

- -- wvYS ,ryQ

but Esther is at the window of her room
each day to see him pass, and they have
arranged a sijrnal should ever Esther need
this humble, faithful friend. The signal is
a vase of roses. V.'hen this is placed upon
the window sill Quabba knows it is a sign
that Esther needs him, and day by day ho
passes and is relieved to see that the signal
is not displayed and all is well.

Esther, for the sake of the absent Arthur,
on whom her thoughts constantly dwell, has
carefully hidden the documents at Stanley
hall that she found in Hafrar's strong box.
She has said no word to those around her
that would indicate she deems herself to
be other than the grypty daushter of the
mentally clouded gypsy woman whom the
surgeons of Richmond hope to restore to
reason such time as she is in condition for
the perilous operation that will be neces
sary to effect this.

But Esther knows she is a Stanley of
Stanley hail. It does not lessen her affec- -
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tion for the afflicted gypsy woman ehe has
known as her mother. Esther does not
even attempt to Judge the motives that
actuated Hagar Harding? in revenge for
having been deprived of her own child, who
was reared as heir of Stanley, while she,
Esther, the true Stanley, though a girl and
heir to no great title beyond the sea, was
brought up In the 'tawdry surroundings of
a gypsy camp. But the thought that sha
is a Stanley of Stanley hall, though it be
not known nor acknowledged, brings a glow
of pride and courage to Esther's heart and
eouL She attributes Mrs. Stanley's sudden
and substantial kindness to her to the fact
that Mrs. Stanley has more than a sus-
picion of who she rightly is. But she and
Blair's mother have tacitly ignored the
matter. Esther only knows that her love
T tc Arthur is greater than her pride at
uelng a Stanley of Stanley hall. She would
rather arm her heart with patience and ret
events shape themselves as a happy fate
will decree, she hopes.

Her dreams and hopes are all to one end,
and that Is that Arthur will return, all sus-
picion removed, and take his place as heir
to. Stanley. She does not know how to
reconcile this hope and dream with Mrs.
Stanley's attitude. Hut at present Mrs.
Stanley's attitude is kind, and Esther waits,
possessing her soul with patience and her
heart with hopes and dreams.

Marmaduke Smythe, the English lawyer,
lias given up his eearch for the heir to
the Stanley earldom in disgust. He has left
the matter in the hands of Detective Tom
Blake and Is departing for England. In his
last interview with Detective Blake, Smythe
stated his opinion of Yankees generally and
the Yankee Stanleys In particular.

- " I can conscientiously say that I do not
believe the climate of this country is con-
ducive to a titled aristocracy. Even the

landed gentry are a queer lot,"
says Lawyer SmyWie. " When I was here
eighteen years ago to verify the birth of
the Yankee heir to the earldom I was In
danger of my life, I assure you, from wild
beasts and the even wilder natives. I was
not surprised to learn of how they am-
bushed each other with tar and feathers
and all that sort of thing. I had hardly
returned to England when I learned of CoL.
Stanley dropping dead and Judge Stanley
being shot or tomahawked in the mountains
by natives whetker rfiiativ. 8, or savage
redskins, or a Blackair jor e nobody will
ever know. For my part I shall return to
England and look after the estates, and If

UP THE DIAMOND FROM TH 5KY c
other's eyes, he added surlily, Hagar'a
gone daffy; that's why she told me. But
she don't talk to anybody now, and I know
she didn't tell anybody else. They wotill
only think she was raving if she did. Ira.
Stanley has taken her to Richmond to an
asylum. Mrs. Stanley has the girl Esther
with her. They are at Mrs. Randolph's,
where the ball was," adds Luke.

"John Powell" breathed a sigh of relief.
Then all Is well with Esther, at least. He
does not question Lovell further, realizing
if Lovell knew aught concerning Esther tna
gypsy would have blurted it out.

And so Luke Lovell, gypsy blackmailer,
and "John Powell," sheep herder, part. But
as the gypsy goes across the desert to the
nearest desert town and railroad station he
searches, ever searches, for the diamond
from the sky. He has not told " John
Powell of the diamond; even now he half
believes that it was but a figment of his
heat crazed brain.

Some miles across the desert travels a
desert Indian family. They have two
horses. One the buck rides at his ease, and
the other drags a travols the two rud
poles fastened to the horse, the ends of
which drag across the desert, and lashed
to the poles are the Indian's goods and
chattels. Beside the travols trudges the
squaw. On her back her papoose sleeps,
strapped to its board, in the sun. Across
the desert the travols scratches its way.
The eyes of the squaw fall upon the fresh
tracks that it makes. A little spl-a- of
sand sprinkles over something that glistens
brightly In the sun. The squaw stoops
down and gathers up the diamond from the
sky and wakes her papoose to shake the
new found gleaming trinket plaything be-

fore its beady eyes'
So the days pass in Virginia and Cali-

fornia alike. "John Powell" ceases to bi
a sheep herder, andt taking with him nearly
$100,000 cash In his' battered old valise, un
known to any man, he bids good-b- y to hi;
friends at the sheep ranch and, pausiny
only in Los Angeles, to buy a becoming
outfit of business clothes, he goes to thu
adjacent oil fields to, as he says' to himself
grimly, buy himself rich!

He writes to Esther, guardedly and with-

out signature, from Los Angeles. The let-

ter reaches Esther in the nick of time
Mrs. Randolph's maid gives it to her. in-

forming her that Mrs. Stanley has issued
orders that if any letter should come to
Esther that it be delivered to Mrs. Stanley
first.

The persecutions of Blair Stanley have
become Intolerable. And when Esther has
gone defiantly to Blair's mother Mrs. Stan-
ley has taunted her with the cruel ret rt
that she. Esther, is a b?ggar on the bounty
of the mother of the man who honors h- -r

with an offer of marriage! Further, Mrs.
Stanley icily reminds Esther that sin-- e

Hagar has lost her reason no trace of the
supposed wealth of Hagar can be found.
The operation necessary to restore Hagar's
mind will cost JU.000. If Esther accepts
Blair, Mrs. Stanley informs her, this money
will be forthcoming and the operation will
beperformed.

It is on the point of Esther's tongue to
speak and declare herself for what she Is,
the legitimate daughter of the late Col.
Stanley and the heir at least of the de-

pleted estate of Stanley hall. But she coun-
sels herself to the wisdom of silence. For
Arthur Stanley's sake though, in truth, he
is not Arthur Stanley, but Hagar Harding's
eon Esther keeps silent of what she knows
of her true status and the written proofs in
her dead father's handwriting that she has
hidden at Stanley hall concerning all this.
She bows coldly to Blair's mother and
walks away with head erect-Saf- e

In her room, she Impulsively resolves
to seek out Arthur and tell him all. She
takes the vase of roses and places it on
the window sill. That night Quabba waits,
6haded from the moon by the wistaria vine,
at the side of the Randolph mansion. That
night a girlish figure clambers resolutely
from the window and down the vines, and
Esther Stanley is gone with a hunchback
organ grinder, seeking the one she loves
with all her devoted heart over the hiiU
and far away!

TO BE CONTINUED. X ....

ARE VERY KIND AND GENEROUS TO ESTHER

which he had left both Fairfax and Rich-
mond. Abo Bloom, the gambling house
keeper, and his brother, Ike Bloom, the
pawnbroker, received him with a cold,
businesslike indifference, which was rather
strange when lt vas remembered what both
these gentlemen had endured at the hands
of Blair. But both the Blooms were so
obsessed with the desire to Secure the dia-
mond for their own at any cost that they
had casually remarked they were glad to
see him and to "let bygones be bygones."

And Blair looked upon Esther and saw
that she was fair, and while his Infatuation
for Vivian was still strong, his unscrupu-
lous mind dwelt with pleasure upon the
thought that if he married Esther the fact
might arouse the jealousy of Vivian. If
Vivian was a married woman, married other
than to him, what would it matter if he
married Esther? It might bring Vivian to
terms as nothing else would. And. comfcrt"
ing himself with this perverted philosophy,
Blair paid court to Esther.

Such were the threads in the web of des-
tiny that were being woven around Esther
in Richmond threads at the ends of which
eat Abe Bloom and Blair and his mother,
weaving like spiders and yet with different
purposes in view. Abe Bloom wove fox the
diamond from the sky. In far Los Angeles
his agent, the luxurious Vivian Marston,
wove also for the diamond but for herself.
Perhaps Mr. Bloom surmised this; but if so,
he deemed he had the means that held, his
agent at his mercy. Mrs. Stanley wove her
web for some deep purpose of her own,
deeper now than it ever had been. If she
suspicloned Arthur's claims to the Stanley
heritage, the earldom in England, and tho
great diamond, so strangely missing, in
America, were null and void, she said no
vord, but wove her part of the web in

grim, purposeful silence.
Blair thought only of his own desires,

and so he wove also.
As for Detective Tom Blake, he helped

the weaving, too; but whether ho wove for
Bloom, or for Blair, or for Blair's mother,
or for himself, only Tom Blake knew, and
he did not deem the time propitious to telL

In the far west a sheep herder who called
himself "John Powell" had found an out-
law's stolen plunder under the skeleton of
a horse in the desert. Few who knew Ar-

thur Stanley, the light and reckless young
master of Stanley hall, near Fairfax, Va.,
would have recognized in this bronzed and
shabby sheep herder tho dashing scapegrace
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